
Landscape

Extending for over 1300 hectares, the Archaeological and Landscape Park of the Valley of the Temples is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world. 

From a naturalistic and agricultural perspective, the parkʼs landscape is extraordinarily beautiful and varied, the result of a melting pot of unique natural elements and centuries of human activity. 

The most prevalent forested areas in the park are the almond and olive groves, while grapevines producing wine grapes populate the more fertile areas. 

The distinctly Mediterranean maquis of myrtles, carob trees and dwarf palms blends with the monumental remains of the Temples and adorns the red sandstone walls of the park, forming a unique scene

of the meeting point between archaeology and landscape. 

Grapes, olives and wheat were already part of the landscape of the Greek city and over the centuries were joined by species from other countries and continents in a slow process of agricultural

diversification. The park now features olives, almonds, vines, pistachios, citrus fruits, domestic figs, prickly pears, fruit trees and ornamental shrubs. Along the rivers and streams, tamarisk, willows and

poplars o�er shelter from the spring and summer heat, while numerous exotic species have been introduced into the garden of Villa Aurea. 

Carob trees, myrtles and huge Saracen olive trees have been documented and catalogued as “Monumental trees” in the book “I grandi alberi di Sicilia: I Patriarchi della Valle dei Templi”. 

In 1997 the early-flowering almond - already one of Agrigento's main tourist attractions - was put under protection thanks to the creation of the “Living Almond Museum”, an almond grove of around 300

traditional varieties of almond. 

Today, the park's role includes the protection and promotion of the valley's historic landscape, duties expressed through the implementation of two important projects: the Diodoros project and the Agri

Gentium project. 

The Kolymbethra Garden is a true natural oasis, an ancient artificial pool created according to the wish of the tyrant Theron and later converted into a fertile orchard in the Middle Ages. With the addition

of the citruses, the orchard became known as a “garden” in line with the Sicilian naming tradition used to highlight to usefulness and beauty of traditional citrus groves. Today, following a complex series

of environmental restoration projects, this precious area has been returned to its former splendour by the FAI (the Italian Foundation for the Environment), which manages the site according to a twenty-

five-year licence. 
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1_The "Almond and Olive Grove"
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Almonds and olives are the most characteristic element of the

agricultural landscape of the Valley of the Temples. The almond,

which flowers in late winter from December to March with

colours ranging from pure white to various shades of pink, is one

of the elements that has contributed most significantly…
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The “Mediterranean maquis” is the characteristic vegetation

typical of many of the islands and coastal areas of the

Mediterranean, composed of trees and shrubs which, in the

course of evolution, have developed a series of strategies to

survive the arid summer. 

On the steep calcarenite limestone faces and the…
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Between 1921 and 1932, Villa Aurea was the residence of Sir

Alexander Hardcastle, a nobleman and captain of the British

army. 

He acquired the country estate, located along the wall of the

ancient city of Akragas between the Temple of Concordia and the

Temple of Heracles, at the end…

3_The Garden of Villa Aurea
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A. Olive of the Temple of Hera Lacinia (Juno) 
B. Olive of the Temple of Concordia 
C. Olive of the Temple of Concordia (2) 
D. Carob of the Temple of Zeus 
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E. The myrtles of Kolymbethra 
F. Olive of Kolymbethra 
G. Olive of Saint Mark…
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The almond is the most characteristic tree of the agricultural

landscape of the Valley of the Temples. Its unusual winter

blossom has led to its adoption as one of the symbols of the

“eternal spring” in the Mediterranean and the seeds are used to

produce numerous traditional sweets and pastries.…
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Kolymbethra Garden is found in a small valley between the

Temple of Castor and Pollux and the Temple of Vulcan, in the site

of the ancient artificial lake (κολυμβήθρα = pool, both, cistern,

fish-pond) commissioned by the tyrant Theron a�er his victory in

the battle of Himera (480…
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Following an existing path and enhanced with tufa stone paving,

the trail delves into the agricultural and natural landscape of the

Park of the Valley of the Temples and o�ers an exploration of the

immense natural heritage of the Valley on foot or by bicycle

7_Environmental Trail
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immense natural heritage of the Valley on foot or by bicycle. 

Beginning at the Temple…
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The wellbeing trail was created to develop and promote the

quality of the Park's welcome by improving the accessibility and

experience of the Park's archaeological itineraries and nature

trails.

The trail follows the route of an existing Paleochristian tour

above Collina dei Templi and passes the entrance to…
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The Diodoros project was created by a public and private sector

partnership to enhance and promote the artistic, cultural,

natural and agricultural heritage of the 1300 hectares of the

Archaeological and Landscape Park of the Valley of the Temples.

The protection and valorisation of the various species of olive,…
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Newsletter

inserisci la tua email

Having read the information on the Privacy Policy , and pursuant to Legislative Decree no. June 30, 2003, n. 196, I consent to the processing of my personal data to

access the web services and mailing services reserved for online users of the Valle dei Templi Park.
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